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Key enablers —

(‘@ Easy Online Access to the Al Libraries of the west Bangal.
@ (ne stop location for the Community Information System,
@ Centralized Management System for all Libraries in West Bengal.
® Virfual Library Accessible from anywhere in the world.
® Low operational cost.
@ Easy Maintenance.
@ Expanding the scope of access to the various innovative aspecls

around the globe. )

West Bengal - Brief History about Public
Library

West Bengal has an enriched tradition of library movement. As
per descriptive account of Fa Hien in the 5th century we came to
know thatthere was agood library in the “Tamralipta Mahabihar”.
This place is currently known as Tamiuk, a small town of East
Midnapore District.

The journey continues with the formation of Asiatic Society in
1784 with the establishment of Fort William College Library in
1800 and several other academic libraries.

Concept of first public library was initiated during the year 1835.
The necessity of common people to have access to the
knowledge platforrn was recognized in a public meeting held in
1835. As a result, the Calcutta Public Library was established in
the year of 1836 at a residence of a Civil Surgeon of 24 Parganas
Districts. The library was later shifted to Metcalf Hall at Strand
Road during 1841,

A large number of public library creation have started after the
successful establishment of Calcutta Public Library in 1936
followed by the enactment of Public Library Law in England in the
year 1850. The following list are the few examples of the public
library established after 1850

Name of The Library Establishment Year

Rajnarayan Basu Smyiti Pathagar 1851
Hoogly Public Library 1854
Uttarpara Joykrishna Public Library 1859
Serampore Public Library 1871
Indian Association Library 1876
Taltala Public Library 1882
Ball Public Library 1884
Bangiya Sahitya Parishad Library 1893

West Bengal Public Library Act was passed in the year 1979,
West Bengal was the 5th State in India after Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra for enacting the Public
Library Act. The First Computerization at state Central Library
was Initiated inthe year 1999,
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The diagram below shows some
of the most important facts
about the West Bengal Libraries.
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The diagram below shows the different tires of libraries managed
by West Bengal Government.
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The Diagram Below provides district wise break up for the
District, Town and the Rural Libraries of West Bengal

The initiative taken so far

Computerization Project for Public Libraries -

The purpose of this initiative was to infroduce the scope of
computerization across all tiers of libraries in the state of West Bengal.
The scope was extended to State Central Library, District Libraries
and Town and Rural libraries. The facts below shows some of the
achievements at the respective years.

= 1999 — The Computerization of Libraries started its journey by
introducing a server with 4 GB of hard disk space and few computers
with 2 GB of hard disk space at State Central Library. The operating
system for these computer was Windows 97. Microsoft Office 97
was used for documentation purpose. CDIS/ISIS was used as library
management software during that period. A significant number of
bibliographic records were entered into the system via the user
interface provided by library management system.

* 2006 —During this period, the old library management software was
replaced by using modern Library Management Software. The new
management software that came into use was Libsys. At the same
time, old computers was replaced with the new higher capacity
system.

« 2009- The scope of computerization was not restricted to the urban
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environment. The scope was extended to 25 district libraries across
all the 20 districts in the state. Libsys was used as Library
management software for district libraries as well. A 5 year
computerization project was also introduced during this period.

* 2010 = A web portal http://www.wbpublibnet.gov.in was
introduced to disseminate various information of libraries. Digital
Library, Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC), community
information system along with various other functionalities were
hosted using this portal. Presently there are over 5,00,000 visitor per
year for this system.

= 2011 - The scope was extended to over 170 Town libraries. The
open sources Library Management Software Koha was used for town
Library.

2013 — The scope was extended upto the lebel of rural library. 200
more libraries were brought under the light of computerisation.

YwwewwvY

i



Vineruh Piiairit |y
Medangrir Wt DRsirie
[

Tambisk [Ratzsii Liksan

il (atrien [ilwnry

Uhirgaprr €70 Cwnies Lilsiy:

Muabin it Ldwary

Tkl it Sttt | by
Kfhatin Mevrsigmiliia | oy

B i Purgmass N0
Ulewrs




